
    

 These guitar lessons 
start out in a very 
traditional manner. 
The first page shows 
parts of the guitar, 
tuning techniques, the 
playing position, fin-
gering, the staff, the 
treble clef and time 
signatures.

Its teaching strategy is to learn a few notes 
at a time on each string and then have you 
play along with the CD to practice these 
notes. Each unit has photographs of 
the finger positioning, and has the 
learner play these notes along with 
several accompanying tracks on a 
CD. For the most part, these songs 
are short and more interesting than 
the typical guitar methods book. An 
adult could pick up this book and use 
it without feeling insulted or embar-
rassed. Many other music books use 
songs that sound more like nursery 
rhymes. One thing I don’t like is that 
the CD tracks first play the song 
slowly, and then repeats it faster in the 
same track as if the student will learn 
to play fast on the first try. I feel it 
would be a better learning experience 
if the song track just looped slowly 
and then had the student move to 
the next track to pick up the tempo. 
Another improvement that I would 
make, would be to have a creative 
jammed track at the 
end of each unit 
where the stu-
dent would 
play their 
own melo-
dy lines to 
the guitar 
chords 
given on 
the CD. This 
would encour-
age creativity 
and learning to 
be expressive with 
the instrument.

It would be helpful if the photos and 
diagrams showed both the right handed and 
left handed fingering. Many guitarists are 
left-handed and have a hard time flip flop-
ping the visual.

The philoso-
phy of the book 

is to start the 
students with 
an understand-

ing of the notes 
on the first three 

frets, then by page 17 they 
start playing chords in the 1st fret. 

Some guitar teachers like to start with 
chords to motivate students because 

chords and strumming can be more enjoy-
able than playing melody lines. These two 

strategies are debated throughout the music 
world. I’m glad to see they start teaching 
chords early on in the book.

By page 18 they start including words 
with some of the songs so people can sing 
along. Traditional songs like a 12 bar rock, 
“When The Saints Go Marching In”, 
“Amazing Grace”, and “The Stars Spangled 
Banner” are included in the book.

The book ends with more strumming 
patterns, and a basic chord chart.

While I mentioned a few things I’d 
like to see improved in this book, it’s 
obvious that after finishing the 47 pages 
of exercises, anyone working with it will 
be well on their way to enjoy playing 
the guitar for the rest of their lives. This 
book will definitely get you started in the 
right direction!

Incidentally, this review was typed 
using iListen, and that last paragraph 
came out like this: “Well at men-

tioned if
  you with 

things 
I’d 

like to see 
improved in this bar, 

it’s obvious that the fin-
ishing the 47 pages of exercises anyone 

working with this or will be well on their 
way to undulating the tar further rest of 
their lives.mso”a*¡2¡j!”
— I guess iListen needs a little more 
training!

Many Thanks to The Northwest of Us 
for a new guitar book and a new hobby! a
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 An adult could pick up
this book and use it

without feeling insulted
or embarrassed.


